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ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM COMMITTEES 

The following announcements are published by agreement 
with the respective chairmen of committees: 

Committee on Academic Freedom and Academic Tentjre 

The work of this committee includes, first, the preparation 
of a general report, and second, the investigation upon com- 
plaint of particular instances of alleged interference with 
academic freedom or with the proper conditions of academic 
tenure. 

In its general report the committee expects to supplement 
the report on Academic Freedom and Academic Tenure 
presented at the Washington meeting by a consideration of 
the various specific grounds on which dismissal from academic 
positions may be held to be justified. It expects to deal 
more largely with the specific issues of '^academic tenure" 
than with the general principles of '' academic freedom.'' 

Investigations of conditions existing in particular insti- 
tutions are made upon the authorization of the Executive 
Committee of the Association upon the recommendation 
of the chairman of the committee. These investigations 
are made and reported upon by sub-committees. The inves- 
tigations in progress at the present time are concerned with 
conditions at Allegheny College, the College of Wooster, 
and the University of Washington. The chairmen of the 
sub-committees having these investigations in charge are 
in the order named: Professors E. P. Cheyney, H. A. Aikins, 
and H. B. Torrey. 

A. A. YOITNG, 

Chairman, 

Committee on University Ethics 

In behalf of the Committee on University Ethics, the 

undersigned respectfully requests members of the Association 

in general to communicate to him suggestions as to topics 

to be considered, including such perplexities as have been 
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observed with respect to which discussion would be likely 
to be helpful. Illustrative incidents will be welcomed. It 
is obviously desirable that any report on University Ethics 
should be relevant to actual situations and not of a purely 
theoretical character. The wider and more varied the experi- 
ences to draw upon, the more valuable will be any action of 
the Committee. President Wigmore has called my attention 
to the fact that the New York County Bar Association's 
Committee on Professional Ethics answers questions of 
professional ethics put to it from members of the bar, and 
publishes the answers, without names, in the law journals. 
If some similar method could be followed by our Committee, 
it would ensure that a guiding body of traditions and prin- 
ciples would be built up as the product of concrete experience, 
instead of its being purely academic in character. Hence 
it is hoped that a very large number of teachers will put at 
the disposal of the committee the questions, incidents and 
topics relevant to the subject of University Ethics which 
have come within their notice. 

John Dewey, 
For the Committee on University Ethics. 

The following extract from an article in the Atlantic 
Monthly,* by Professor H. C. Warren of Princeton Uni- 
versity, is suggestive as to the type of questions which may 
arise: 

" The medical association prescribes strict rules concerning 
the relation of physician to patient, and of specialist to general 
practitioner. The physician is expectted to answer an emer- 
gency call, even when no remuneration is assured. The 
medical association has declared very definitely that a physi- 
cian must not patent any prescription; all new formulas 
which he discovers are the property of the profession. But 
he is allowed to copyright his books, and he may be retained 
in legal cases as a professional expert. 

^'No such definitie regulations exist in the scholastic profes- 
sion. There are instances where a laboratory has claimed 
the ownership of apparatus devised by one of its students 
and the latter has protested. Some investigators patent 

*Vol. 114.P.689 
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their laboratory devices; others offer them freely to the pro- 
fession. Such points of etiquette should be definitely settled 
in a carefully formulated code. Definite rulings should 
prescribe to what extent a professor may be expected or 
given opportunity to deliver popular lectures, and how far 
research and literary activities may properly share his time 
with classroom work. It might also be determined to what 
extent one is bound to supply a colleague's place temporarily 
in cases of illness, and whether a professor in good standing 
should accept a chair from which a colleague has been re- 
moved without trial." 

Committee on Honorary Degrees 

As the organization of this Committee has just been com- 
pleted, the work is in the preliminary stages only. It would 
be of great assistance to me were any members of the Asso- 
ciation, who feel so minded, to give me information on the 
following points : 

1. What Degrees are conferred causa honoris in their 
university; 

2. What statutes, if any, exist with reference to the selec- 
tion of recipients; or, if there be no statutes, what procedure 
is of use and wont; 

3. What positive suggestions they may have to make 
regarding advisable or necessary changes. 

R. M. Wenley, 

Chairman. 

Committee on Co-operation with Latin American 
Universities 

This committee has now been fully organized under the 
Chairmanship of Professor L. S. Rowe, of the University of 
Pennsylvania. The work of the Committee will be divided 
into three distinct parts: 

1. A plan for the establishment of exchange professorships. 

2. A plan for the estabUshment of fellowships, in the uni- 
versities of the United States and in those of Latin America. 

3. A plan for closer scientific co-operation between the 
institutions of the United States and those of Central and 
South America. 



